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cause it exhibits such a close correspondence of its mature characters with

the structure of the embryonic Lycopodiums.

Cultivated Verbasct ms have always been favorite plants for hybrid-

izing. Dr. Victor Schiffner 11 has given us an interesting account of these

hybrids in general, and then describes minutely some new hybrids from

V. pyramidatum which were discovered in the summer of 1885 in the Bo-

tanical Gardens at Prague. They were growing spontaneously, and were

of sufficient interest to justify a careful comparison of their characters

with those of their parents. The hybrids studied resulted from the cross-

ing of V. pyramidatum with V. nigrum, V. phcenicum, and two different

combinations with V. phlomoides.

NOTESANDNEWS.
Dr. J. T. I. Boswell, the well known English botanist, died Jan-

uary 31st.

A bill to establish an experimental grass and forage station has

been brought before congress by Senator Piatt.

Centuries XX and XXI of Ellis' North American Fungi will be

issued early in the spring— probably in March or April.

A revised edition of Underwood's " Ferns and Their Allie> " will be

issued shortly from the press of Henry Holt & Co., New York.

Dr. Ed. Palmer has just returned from Mexico. His collection of

plants, some 600 species, is on the way, and doubtless contains many new
things.

The appearance of the new journal, Garden and Forest, has been de-

layed by the serious illness of Professor Charle^ S. Sargent, the editor in

charge.

The Index Seminum, the catalogue of seeds for exchange at the Jardm
des Plantes, has just been received. It contains 18 quarto pages, 4 col-

umns to a page.

. The regency of the Smithsonian Institution, made vacant by the

death of Dr. Gray, has been tendered by the U. S. Senate to Prof. Andrew
D

« vvhite, ex-president of Cornell University.

The Journal of Botany for February contains descriptions of 4 new
terns and 13 newTillandsias. Dr. Baker, in his synopsis of the lilland-

8l ese, has reached the 165th species of Tillandsia.

fl

Mb. A. P. Morgan continues his contributions on the " Mvcologic
flora of the Miami Vallev, Ohio," in the Journ. Cin. Soc. Nat. Hi»t. for Jan-
u **y- The paper includes the order Thelephorei under Hymenomy-

" - hifkner, Dr. VicTOR.-Ueber Verbascum-Hybriden und einige neue Bastarde dt

verbascum pyrimidatum M. B. (Bibliotheca botanica, heft 3.) 15 pp., 2 plates, 4 .
ca.

Theodor Fischer, 1887.-4 marks.
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The forestry convention held at Gmnd Rapids, Mich., January 27
and 28, was a profitable gathering. Dr. W. J. Beal pn ided, and B. E.

Fernow, of Uashington, C. W. Garfield and other well-known speakers
were present.

As the possible successor of Professor Dickson at Edinburgh Uni-
versity several well known botanists are mentioned, among whom are
Professor iky ley Balfour, Mr. Geddes, Mr. G. Murray, Professor McNab
and Professor Traill

The Italian Journal of Botany bearing date of January 31 is princi-
pally occupied by a monograph of the genera Pleospora, Clathrospora
and Pyrenophora, by A. N. Berlese. 0. Beccari also describes some nev
palms trom JNew Guinea.

The report of die New York Agricultural Experiment Station for
tne year 1887, recently -distributed, contains items of botanical interest bv

Si TL f ? TPS ?[ mv»tigatora. The chief topics relate to fungou
diseases of plants and fungicides.
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atomieal structure of orchid

Mr. James M Macoux will botanize next summer along the shores
of James bay and the east coast of Hudson bay. As considerable diffi-
culty is experienced in drying specimens, he onlv collects those required
for the use of the Canadian Geological and Natural History Survey. He
very kindly offers, however, to collect material for specialists working up
any group of plants, and without any charge. He may be addressed at
Ottawa, Canada.

The February meeting of the botanical section of the Biological
bociety of Washington, D. C, presented the following programme:
Notes on the Lake Superior flora, Dr. George Vasey; A visit to a fossil
forest. Prof. F. H. Knowlton ; Identification of fossil woods, Prof. Richard
poster; Variation of habit in Ampelopsis, Dr. C. V. Riley; New western
Uredmeae, Mr. B. T. Galloway; Influence of cross-fertilization in the
orange, Mr. C.L.Hopkins.

The Gardeners 1

Chronicle
{ February 11) gives an illustration of Psiadia

rotundifolia, a composite, styling it "the last of its race.'
7

It is a tree
about twenty feet high landing in a broad, open space near the entrance
gates of the famous Longwood, St. Helena. It is actually the last living
representative of the genus.' It \> a rare thing to see even the photo-
^ Y

au °* ^ e ^ ast i n( lividual of a species. Kew has herbarium specimens,
and has succeeded in germinating seed.
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- M. MobiUS has recently published a paper in Pringsheim's Jahr-
buclier, also distributed separately, on the abator '

"

leaves as furnishing character- for classification. He finds that, as in the
case of the leaves of grass* and conifers and the fruit of umbellifers,
Y^ry helpful and often strongly diagnostic characters are to be found,
tte points out a practical application of such knowledge in determining
rare and costly exotics which are not in flower.

ih
THE anxual Report on the flora of New York for the year 1885 by

tne state botanist, Mr. Chaa H. Peck, has been distributed. It covers 46
octavo pages, and is accompanied by two plates. The additions to the
nora of the state number over two hundred, all but two being fungi, and
winy-seven of which are marked as new species. The Agaricinian
species of Pleurotus, Claudopus and Crepidotus found in the state, num-
bing thirty-one in all, including two new species, are described in full,

^th notes.
e

Prof. William Trelease has published his address before the
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e has keen some uncertainty about the nutritive value of mush-
3ms. They are commonly ranked" with meat, but a recent German

ruer states that it takes nine pounds of the commonmushroom to equal

nY»
nn

i x!
beef - The matter has been investigated by Mr. E. F. Ladd

(a2
-

' A^ ric * ExP* Station, 1887, p. 464), who tinds that mushrooms

tom^o^ camPe stris) gathered from a pasture at Geneva. ]V 1., con-

So^i \
1>er cent - of digestible albuminoids, and puff balls (Lycoperdon

thf m?U8) from 70 to 80 Per cent " according to maturity. He concludes
tney compare favorably in nutritive value with meat.
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me plants ln the Imperial Garden at St. Petersburg

by J. C. Arthur.


